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Office of the Secretary of State 
March Fong Eu 
1230 J Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 
July 17, 1986 
TO: ALl, REGISTRARS OF VOTERS/COUNTY CLERKS 
AND PROPONENT (86137) 
FROM: 
I ER 
to the Secretary of State 





Pursuant to Elections Code § 3520, subd. (h) you are hereby 
notified that the total number of signatures to the hereinafter 
named proposed INITIATIVE STATUTE filed with all county clerks is 
less than 100 percent of t~e number of qualified voters required 
to find the petition sufficient; therefore, the petition has 
failed. 
TITLE: SECOND DEGREE MURDER SENTENCES. 
TNITIATIVE STATUTE. 
SUMMARY DATE: February S, 1986 




\J to:.),. __ l 
Office of the Secretary of State 
March Fong Eu 
1130 J Street 




February 5, 1986 
TO ALL REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, OR COUNTY CLERKS, AND PROPONENT (8624) 
Pursuant to Section 3513 of the Elections Code, we transmit herewith a copy 
of the Title and Summary prepared by the Attorney General on a proposed 
Initiative Measure entitled: 
SECOND DEGREE MURDER SENTENCES. 
INITIATIVE STATUTE. 
Circulating and Filing Schedule 
1. Minimum number of signatures required •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 393,835 
Cal. Const., Art. II, Sec. 8(b). 
2. Official Summary Date ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Wednesday, 2/5/86 
Elec. C., Sec. 3513. 
3. Petition Sections: 
a. First day Proponent can circulate Sections for signatures ••• Wednesday, 2/5/86 
Elec. C., Sec. 3513. 
b. Last day Proponent can circulate and file with the county. 
All Sections are to be filed at the same time within each 
county ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Monday, 711186*+ 
Elec. C., Sees. 3513, 3520(a). 
c. Last day for county to determine total number of 
signatures affixed to petition and to transmit total 
to the Secretary of State ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Monday, 7/14/86 
(If the Proponent files the petition with the county on a date prior to 
7/7/86, the county has five working days from the filing of the petition 
to determine the total number of signatures affixed to the petition and to 
transmit the total to the Secretary of State.) Elec. C., Sec. 3520(b). 
* Date adjusted for official deadline which falls on Saturday. Elec. C., Sec. 60. 
+ PLEASE NOTE: To the Proponent who may wish to qualify for the 1986 General 
Election. The law allows approximately 67 days for county election officials 
to check and report petition signatures and transmit results. The law also 
requires that this process be completed 131 days before the election in which 
the people will vote on the initiative. It is possible that the county may 
not need precisely 67 days. But if you want to be sure that this initiative 
qualifies for the 1986 General Election, you should file this petition with 
the county before April 18, 1986. 
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d. Secretary of State determines whether the total 
number of signatures filed with all county clerks 
meets the minimum number of required signatures, 
and notifies the counties ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Sunday, 7/20/86** 
e. Last day for county to determine total number of 
qualified voters who signed the petition, and to 
transmit certificate with a blank copy of the 
petition to the Secretary of State ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Monday, 8/4/86 
(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to 
determine the number of qualified voters who 
signed the petition on a date other than 7/14/86, 
the last day is not later than the fifteenth day 
after the county's receipt of notification.) 
Elec. C., Sec. 3520(d), (e). 
f. If the signature count is more than 433,218 or 
less than 354,452, then the Secretary of State 
certifies the petition has qualified or failed, 
and notifies the counties. If the signature count 
is between 354,452 and 433,218 inclusive, then the 
Secretary of State notifies the counties using the 
random sampling technique to determine the 
validity of all signatures •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Sunday, 8/10/86** 
g. Last day for county to determine actual number 
of all qualified voters who signed the petition, 
and to transmit certificate with a blank copy of 
the petition to the Secretary of State •••••••••••••••••••••• Tuesday, 9/9/86 
(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to 
determine the number of qualified voters who have 
signed the petition on a date other than 
8/4/86, the last day is not later than the 
thirtieth day after county's receipt of 
notification.) 
Elec. C., Sec. 3521(0), (c). 
h. Secretary of State certifies whether the petition has 
been signed by the number of qualified voters required 
to declare the petition sufficient •••••••••••••••••••••••••• Friday, 9/12/86 
*'Date varies based on receipt of county certification. 
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4. Campaign Statements: 
Last day to file a campaign statement of receipts 
and expenditures for period ending 8/4/86 ••••••••••• 
(If the Secretary of State finds that the measure has 
either qualified or failed to qualify on a date earlier 
than 7/7/86 the last date to file is the 35th calendar 
day after the deadline for filing petitions or the date 
of notification by the Secretary of State that the 
Monday, 8/11/86 
measure has either qualified or failed to qualify, whichever 
is earlier. The closing date for the campaign statement 
5. 
is seven days prior to the filing deadline.) 
Gov. C., Secs. 84200(d), 84202(j). 
The Proponent of the 
James B. Roufs 
Criminal Justice 
P.O. Box 1855 
San Luis Obispo, 







Assistant to the Secretary of State 
Elections and Political Reform 
NOTE TO PROPONENT: Your attention is directed to Elections Code 
Sections 41,44, 3501, 3507, 3508, 3516, 3517, and 3519 for appropriate 
format and type considerations in printing, typing, and otherwise preparing 
your initiative petition for circulation and signatures. Your attention 
is further directed to the campaign disclosure requirements of the 
Political Reform Act of 1974, Government Code Section 81000 et seg. 
JOliN K. VAN DE KAMP 
:"ttorney General 
February 5, 198.6 
Honorable March Fong Eu 
Secretary of State 
1230 J Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 
Dear Mrs. Eu: 
Re: Initiative Title and Summary. 
Our File No. SA85RF0024 
Statf' of California 
DEPARTMENT OF JU.~TICE 
FEB - 51986 




MARCH fONG EU, Secretary of S\a~ 
1·"~-t?:i~.P--By . pu 
Pursuant to the provisions of section 3503 and 3513 of the 
Elections code, you are hereby notified that on this day we 
mailed to the proponent(s) of the above identified proposed 
initiative our title and summary. 
Enclosed is a copy of our transmittal letter to the 
proponent(s), a copy of our title and summary, a declaration 
of mailing thereof, and a copy of the proposed measure. 
According to information available in our records, the 
name(s) and address(es) of the proponent(s) is as stated on 
the declaration of mailing. 
Very truly yours, 
JOHN K. VAN DE KAMP 
Attorney General 
Robert Burton 
Deputy Attorney General 
Enclosure 
(RF-10, 6/83) 
Date: February 5, 1986 
File No.: SA 85 RF (3(324 
The Attorney General of California has prepared the following 
title and summary of the chief purpose and points of the 
proposed measure: 
SECOND DEGREE MURDER SENTENCES. INITIATIVE STATUTE. Present 
Penal Code section 19(3 provides second degree murder prison 
sentence is for term of "15 years to life." This measure 
changes term to "ten, thirteen, or twenty years." A person 
convicted of second degree murder will be sentenced to the 
thirteen year term if the person used a weapon or was guilty of 
additional felonies and to twenty year term if death resulted 
from the person's operation of a motor vehicle while_under 
influence of alcohol. Except for twenty year sentence, 
amendments apply retroactively to November 8, 1978, thereby 
reducing some minimum terms. Summary of estimate by 
Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on 
state and local governments: Department of Corrections 
estimates measure will reduce prison popUlation by about 1,27(3 
inmates annually when full impact realized. Reduction will 
begin in 1986-87 and reach 1,270 inmate level by 1997-98. 
Reduction in prison population would reduce incarceration costs 
by approximately $379,~~~ in 1986-87 growing to about $21.5 
million (1986 dollars) annually by 1997-98, if current prison 
admission rates for murderers continue. Initiative could also 
result in capital outlay savings. Measure also will reduce by 
an unknown amount annual operating costs for the Board of 
Prison Terms beginning in 1986-87, because board hearings would 
no longer be required to determine when to release persons 
convicted of second degree murder. 
(SECtION 7 1 ~I 
PROPOSED LAW 
SECTION 190 OF THE PENAL CODE IS AI{EI,1)ED, TO F.EA.:J: 
190. Eve=-:; perscr. guilty of murder in the first degree shall· suffer aea.:::-., 
cor.fine::;ent in state prison for life ", .. ithout possiL,il:' ty of parole, or 
cc~fine::;~nt in the state prison =or a term of 25 yea.rs to 1i=e. The pena2ty 
tc be a~plied shall be deterw~nec as provided in Sections 190.1, 190.2, 
190.4, ~i 190.5. 
Every person gu:'2t:; of murder in ::he second degree shall suffer confine:-:ent 




~ •• I..o. ____ • 
ti::'rtee:-. "jears. ~e ser.tence~ tc e:.the: tte 
n=~ ths :':';':::€I te:::; fer seccna dE'q~=E mur6e~, 
i . ~ _ . 
nor ;,\'':_'':'' S:":=!"1 
under ~ .. _ ~t!-1er ~E:::a.l Code sectio.-:. fc~ us::'!:.:; a 
These ::-2: E~~~S =c:.;n~ f!1il t~~ of secc71c degreE ;;!uraer :,. .. ·0':.: t-lere ~pe:r:c.-=;.._~q ~ 
m::·toI ",,·=."-.;"~le h":-.. ':':e under t .. ~e influence of alcohc1 =t -:he ti.-::e i::_-::.;ries 
i...,hicn ~.:~..: to the ceat.li ~rere sustc.:.ined and =:Jose ':"n_""i;;=;'es resulted =IO~ 
or.,erat:'=:: of the :notor vehicle ;'>'i ~::. be sentenced to t.':e terr.; of t;...·e;:t:,-' 
years. E::.ch perscns shall not be sentenced to ei thor c= the let.·or !:srInS ::er 
seconc ti=~ree murder. 
The p:::c~'::'sions c-:: .'-irticle 2. 5 Tee!'!'.P.1eI'i.e±1i~ "~'Ep. 8ee'E;e::: 29;8f of c.':c.:-ter 7 
c:: Tit2e .:: of Pa.rt 3 of the Penal Code sha12 apply tc reduce any !'!'.~?~ffl~ffl 
term f3::~ ~~ €If ~~ !=:edfs in a state prison imposed purs:..:ar.t to this sectio~, 
but sue:: person shall not othenlis .. ~ be released €I!: pc:!'B:e prior to such 
t:';:;e. 
(EECTION ;:;-) 
Except ~:: the ;rcv~s~on for the t~'.'enty year sentence for tl:ose cO:l~'i ctei 
c= SeCC:-.:: cegzEC= murder ~7~hile operating a motor t.rehic2e ~l.lJile unde~ t_:'lE' 
ir.f2u€~::..'= ::;f a2:::-:::.1101, Section 190 of the Pe.-;,al Code as a.mencea here:'n 
sJ:al~ a_:::;.l;; retroacti,,'ely to Nove;-:.ber 8, 1978. 
(SECTION 3) 
lt a"l~' ~::.=d, phrase, cl a us!:.) , or s=!'ltence ir:. any sect':'cn amended or addec 
b!; t,,1.is ;'::': tia-:i "fe, or any sec~ic:: :Jr pro ..... 'isicn of t!:':'s ini t.:.atit.· .. e, or 
applic2:'::::::1 tl:e:eof to any person ::;r circu:!:stance is held invalia, sue.": 
i::-.. ~·a.l.~::.. :~. sha2:!.. ::~t af:=ecr. a.n.y o~:>=r were, ~h:..."ase .. ::.~ ~u.se, or ser:te~c= 
.:~_ an~.~ ~== =ticr: .;;..7J.endec ~.= a·dded ==:- tJ.~is ::'n:"::i ati 'lE", :=.= a."'iy c::.;::er secti c:: r 
p:c:;'i E ~ : .-. 
. .. : ... ;~,.... .. -
~'. - l...;...:"-' ..... _ ....':.ai.:SE, S=:::t6::ce, s:·ction, ';·.!"o~~:"s;'=:.,:: 
October 21, 1985 
Criminal Justice Oversight Committee 
P.O. Box 1855 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 
John K. Van de Kamp 
Attorney General 
1515 K St., suite 511 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Dear Sir, 
Enclosed please find a proposed initiative measure to be submitted to the 
voters in the November 5, 1986 election, and a remittance of $200.00. 
Please review the proposed law and prepare a Title & Summary of this law. 
Please provide this organization with a copy of your Title and Summary 
within 15 days of receipt, unless you determine that it must go through 
the Legislature for a budget analysis, in which case you. would provide 
your opinion within 40 days. 
This is the final draft of the initiative. 




Criminal Justice Oversight Comndttee 
JR/rw 
.~ 
JOIl:\' l\. "AS DE K.4..\IP 
:\t/ornt'y Cc~eral 
February 5, 1986 
Ivlr. James Roufs 
Cririna1 Justice Oversight Committee 
P.O. Box 1855 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 
Re: :nitiative Title and Summary. 
State of California 
DEPARDIEXT OF jl:STICE 




Subject: SECOND DEGREE MURDER SENTENCES 
Cur File No. SA85RF0024 
Pursuant to your request, we have prepared the attached 
title and summary of the chief purposes and points of the 
above identified proposed initiative. A copy of our letter 
to the Secretary of State, as required by Elections Code 
sections 3503 and 3513, our declaration of mailing, and the 
text of your proposal that was considered is attached. 
The Secretary of State will be sending you shortly a 'copy 
of the circulating and filing schedule for your proposal 
that will be issued by that office. 
Please send us a copy of the petition after you have it 
printed. This copy is not for our review or approval, but 
to supplement our file in this matter. 
Very truly yours, 
JOHN K. VAN DE KAMP 
Attorney General 
Rober~ Burton 
Deputy Attorney General 
Attac~ment 
(RF-9, 6/83) 
DECLARATION OF MAILING 
The undersigned Declarant, states as follows: 
I am over the age of 18 years and not a proponent 
of the within matter; my place of employment and business 
address is 1515 K Street, Suite 511, Sacramento, California 
95814. 
On the date shown below, I mailed a copy or copies 
of the attached letter to the proponents, by placing a true 
copy thereof in an envelope addressed to the proponents 
named below at the addresses indicated, and by sealing and 
depositing said envelope or envelopes in the United States 
mail at Sacramento, California, with postage prepaid. There 
is delivery service by United States mail at each of the 
places so addressed, or there is regular communication by 
mail between the place of mailing and each of the places so 
addressed. 
Date of Mailing: 2/5/86 
Subject: SECOND DEGREE MURDER SENTENCES 
Our File No.: SA85RF0024 
Name of Proponent(s) and Address(es): 
James B. Roufs 
Criminal Justice oversight Committee 
P.o. Box 1855 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the 
foregoing is true and correct. 
Executed at Sacramento, California on2/5/86. 
~'-}'Y'\.a..,....._,-,,,--, ~''} 
Declarant 
(RF -lOa, 1 /83) 
October 21, 1985 
Criminal Justice Oversight Committee 
P.O. Box 1855 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 
John K. Van de Kamp 
.Attorney General 
1515 K st., Suite 511 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Dear Sir, 
Enclosed please find a proposed initiative measure to be submitted to the 
voters in the November 5, 1986 election, and a remittance of $200.00. 
Please review the proposed law and prepare a Title & Summary of this law. 
Please provide this organization with a copy of your Title and Summary 
within 15 days of receipt, unless you determine that it must go through 
the Legislature for a budget analysis, in which case you would provide 
your opinion within 40 days. 
This is the final draft of the initiative. 









(SECTION 1) SECTION 190 OF THE PENAL CODE IS .!-.MENDED, TO READ: 
190. Eve~y person guilty of murder in the first degree shall suffer death, 
confine~ent in state prison for life without possibility of parole, or 
cor.fine~nt in the state prison for a term of 25 years to life. The penalty 
to be dFplied shall be determined as provided in Sections 190.1, 190.2, 
190.4, ~~d 190.5. 
Every person guilty of murder in the second degree shall suffer confinement 
in the s=ate prison for a eefffl e~ ±~ ~eafs ee ±ife~ ten, thirteen, or 
tv/enty years. 
Those perso:!1s who have no prioI felony convictions and who d:"d ncr: use a 
weapon ",-:.21 be sentenced to the term of ten ijears. Such persons s::a':"l no:: 
be senter.ced to either of the t:p;:;er terms for secane degree murder. 
Those oe=sons fouri.d quilt!.! of second degree r:;urde!: t·.;i th th= use ,--.~ ~ "deapon, 
or fcur:~ =:;.iltv of add:..tional feJ..o:1iES ~li12 l;e SE:1tE::ced t.:J the ===::- of ,.. ... 
t.nirteE .. -.. iears. Such persons shall net be ser:te .. ~cea to eit~=-:er ti:e ~~·t,..,·er term 
:2c'r thE :'::::?€I !:erm for second degree murde~, nor t\,i12 such persc:: .b~ enhancec7 
:..;.ncer a~"'::.: =-t .. ~e:; PEnal Code sectior.I fcr usi.r;; a ~~ea;:,cn. 
~hc.=-:: :;=:5=. .. "':.5 =cu.!:d q:1ilty of seco:JG degree J~uI6e:r A;}:O ".'ere ~ ... 'De==.-:~::; ~ 
:TiC'tor "./=.~.:..=.l.e ; ... ·:.ile unaer t_~e i . rlfluence 0= alco]:c::" at the ti:r:e :::-_~'::.:.ries 
; ... ·hich . ,:::=.": t:c :.he death ~lel·e sust.a.ined and t:Jose 3..nj;;ries result::: =:rOr:7 
·-::~era"C':.:.-. :.,f tJ-..€· !7iO-:C~ vehicle ~'il1 be se:J-:e~J.ceG to tJ~e terr:: of ~;':=.:"':'t:...' 
0< 
t.~ea. TS. .=:.:.=."-1 r;eI'sons shall not be sentencec te' ei t.~eI c= the lowe.:- -:erms :cr 
0< 
:'he prc:-:..s:"or.s of .l;rtic.2e 2. 5 -teeffiffleF.ef!'l~ ... ~€t: eeeE:i-:eF. 29~G7 ef C::c.~teI 7 
c= '::.. t..2e ~ of ~·a.It 3 of the Pena.l Code shall app':"~· tc reduce any .~:f:::±fflt::H~ 
t=:I::; e§ ;~ Br ;~ ~e.srS :":1. a state prison imposed pursuant to thisse:::tio:1., 
bi.lt si.lc:: :;;erson shaLl.. not ot.i1erv:ise be released 91'0 ~Cire~e prioI tc such 
t.u:-;e • 
(SECT IC!-~ 2) 
Exce~·t =::: thG ;..rcvisicn =or ti'1e tvlent!y year sertence for thOSe c~~"'''i ~tea 
cf SE::::c:::: ::egree: murder while open~.ting a motor vehicle while under the 
inf2ue:::::= ~f al:::ohol, 5ectio:: 190 of the Penal ~ode as amended here:"~ 
s};a.22 a:;.:;..2:::; rei:roacti,,-ely to .'Vovember 8, 297E'. 
(SEC?IO;; 3) 
1":: any ".;::.ri, pr.rase, c2 at:se, or S<2!7te:1.:::e .In an:,: section amended cr a.dded 
b~" t]Jis ':'::':tia-:iv·e, CY any sectic.:~ or pro'P"""ision of this initiative, ~:r 
ap;;lic2='::"=;-;. tr..e::eof to any persc.'" or circt:.:77sta.r1ce is held inva.2i~ I such 
'::~va..:.:~.: =;.' s .. :c;..2:' ::ct af:=ect a. .. "':~" o:hel~ :,,'crd I :;:::A=se I clal1.=.e, or se::te::=e 
:...-.: a.'1~' 3S==":':; .. ~ E:.:i1encec :;.r acded by this :l.r..;' t':'a-=i ve, ~r a .. '1Y cr;her section, 
;·,"it::c;,,:t ~ .. "':=' ir.. ... ·E._i6 ~.:~.:-c7, .. =.::.:~~£, .... .'.:c:~:Se:-, se::t..:;::.ce, sectio!:, prc~";"si~:? 
c:r a.:;;;.:".:...=:::::i:: . .:-: ::;:-::G tc t.r~iB e::c -:he prcvis~=::s 0: t::':5 ini~ia=ive a.!"€; 
dec:"a.~e~ := be sevc~aL_£. 
NEWS RELEASE 
from: Secretary of State March Fong Eu 
1230 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916) 445-6375 
For Immediate Release 
February '" 1986 
Contact: Caren Daniels-Meade 
Melissa Warren 
SECOND DEGREE MURDER SENTENCES INITIATIVE IN CIRCULATION 
SACRAMENTO - Secretary of State March Fong Eu announced today (Feb. 5) 
she has given a San Luis Obispo man the go-ahead to begin circulating- petitions 
to place an initiative measure relating to penalties for second degree murder 
before California voters. 
James B. Roufs is heading the drive to qualify the initiative statute, titled 
"Second Degree Murder Sentences." He must collect 393,835 signatures or" regis-
tered voters by the legal 150-day deadline of July 7 to place to place his meas:" 
ure on the ballot. However, should he wish to qualify the measure for the 
Nov. 4 general election ballot, he is encouraged to submit all signatures by 
April 18 in order to allow sufficient time for the full signature verification 
process prior to the June 26 deadline for qualification of ballot measures. 
If approved by the voters, this measure would change the prison terms for sec-
ond degree murder convictions. The current sentence is for a term of "15 years 
to life:" this measure provides for terms of "ten, thirteen, or twenty years." 
Persons who did not use a weapon and who had no prior felony convictions ·would 
be sentenced to ten years. Those who had used a weapon or were found guilty of 
additional felonies would be sentenced to 13 years. The maximum penalty of 20 
years would apply to those who were operating a motor vehicle while under the 
influence of alcohol at the time the fatal injuries were inflicted. The two 
lesser sentences would apply retroactively to Nov. 8, 1978. 




NOTE: We were unable to obtain a telephone number for proponent Roufs. 
